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COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT MAXIMUM LEVEL FOR PATULIN IN APPLE JUICE AND
APPLE JUICE INGREDIENTS IN OTHER BEVERAGES (Agenda Item 15b)

115. The 32™CCFAC forwarded the draft maximum level of 50 pg/kg for Patulin in Apple Juice and
Apple Juice Ingredients in Other Beverages to the Commission for adoption at Step 8. As consensus could
not be reached, the 24™Session of the Commission returned the draft maximum level to Step 6 for further
consideration by the CCFAC.

116. Several delegations and the representative of CI expressed their concern with the level of 50 pg/kg
patulin due to the relatively high intake of apple juice by young children and the possibility that this
vulnerable group of consumers might exceed the tolerable daily intake. These delegations and the
representative of CI indicated that several surveys showed that the mean value of 6-8 ug/kg of patulin
indicated that a level of 25 pg/kg seemed to be reasonably achievable.

117. Other delegations indicated that the level of 50 pg/kg patulin would give sufficient protection to the
vulnerable consumers, including young children. The delegation of the United States pointed out that the
preliminary results of the EC survey indicated that the TDI was not exceeded for any European population
groups. Moreover, these delegations indicated that a level of 50 pg/kg seemed to be at this moment not yet

reasonably achievable for all regions in the world, even with the use of Good Agricultural Practices.

Status of the Draft Maximum Level for Patulin in Apple Juice and Apple Juice Ingredients in Other

Beverages

118. The Committee agreed to forward the draft Maximum Level of 50 pg/kg for Patulin in Apple Juice
and Apple Juice Ingredients in Other Beverages to the Commission for adoption at Step 8 (see Appendix X).
The delegations of Denmark, Germany, Norway, Spain, CI and IACFO expressed their reservation to this

decision.

119. The Committee also agreed that the Code of Practice for the Reduction of Patulin Contamination in
Apple Juice and Apple Juice Ingredients in Other Beverages should be finalized as soon as possible.
Moreover, the Committee agreed to request more data on the level of patulin in apple juice and apple juice
ingredients for other beverages in the Circular Letter to this report, and to reconsider the possible reduction
of the maximum level of 50 pg/kg to 25 pg/kg once the Code of Practice had been implemented (i.e., after

four years).



