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PART 2 SECTION 2.3. CHAPTER 2.3.13.

CHAPTER 2.3.13.

BOVINE SPONGIFORM ENCEPHALOPATHY

Article 2.3.13.1.

The recommendations in this chapter are intended to manage the human
and animal health risks associated with the presence of the bovine
spongiform encephalopathy (BSE) agent in cattle (Bos faurus and

B. indicus) only.

Article 2.3.13.2.

The BSE status of the cattle population of a country or zone can only be
determined on the basis of the following criteria:

1) the outcome of a risk assessment identifying all potential factors for BSE
occurrence and their historic perspective, in particular:

a)

b)

the potential for introduction and recycling of the BSE agent through
consumption by cattle of meat-and-bone meal or greaves of ruminant
origin;

importation of meat-and-bone meal or greaves potentiaily

contaminated with a transmissible spongiform encephalopathy (TSE)
or feedstuffs containing either;

importation of animals or embryos/oocytes potentially infected with
a TSE;

epidemiological situation concerning all animal TSE in the country
OT ZOne;

extent of knowledge of the population structure of cattle, sheep and

-148-

mo- . . e



2)

3)

4)

)

goats in the country or zone;

f) the origin and use of ruminant carcasses {including fallen stock), by-
products and slaughterhouse waste, the parameters of the rendering
processes and the methods of animal feed manufacture;

on-going awareness programme for veterinarians, farmers, and workers
involved in transportation, marketing and slaughter of cattle to encourage
reporting of all cases of neurological disease in adult cattle;

compulsory notification and investigation of all cattle showing clinical
signs compatible with BSE;

a BSE surveillance and monitoring system with emphasis on risks
identified in point 1) above, taking into account the guidelines in
Appendix 3.8.4.; records of the number and results of investigations
should be maintained for at least 7 years;

examination in an approved laboratory of brain or other tissues collected
within the framework of the aforementioned surveillance system.

Standards for diagnostic tests are described in the Manual.

Article 2.3.13.3.

BSE free country or zone

The cattle population of a country or zone may be considered free of
BSE should the following conditions be met:

1)

2)

a risk assessment, as described in point 1) of Article 2.3.13.2., has been
conducted and it has been demonstrated that appropriate measures have
been taken for the relevant period of time to manage any risk identified;

either:
a) there has been no case of BSE; and either:

i)  the criteria in points 2) to 5) of Article 2.3.13.2. have been
complied with for at least 7 vears: or
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ii) the criteria in point 3) of Article 2.3.13.2. have been complied
with for at least 7 years and it has been demonstrated that for at
least 8 years no meat-and-bone meal or greaves have been fed
to ruminants;

OR

b) all cases of BSE have been clearly' demonstrated to originate directly
from the importation of live cattle, and the aftected cattle as well as,
if these are females, their last progeny born within 2 years prior to, or
after, clinical onset of the disease, if alive in the country or zone,
have been slaughtered and completely destroyed; and either:

i) the criteria in points 2) to 5) of Article 2.3.13.2. have been
complied with for at least 7 years; or

ii) the criteria in point 3) of Article 2.3.13.2. have been complied
with for at least 7 years and it has been demonstrated that for at
least 8 years no meat-and-bone meal or greaves have been fed
to numinants;

OR

¢) the last indigenous case of BSE was reported more than 7 years ago,
the criteria in points 2) to 5) of Article 2.3.13.2. have been complied
with for at least 7 years and the feeding of ruminants with meat-and-
bone meal and greaves derived from ruminants has been banned and
the ban has been effectively enforced for at least 8 years.

Article 2.3.13.4.
BSE provisionally free country or zone

The cattle population of a country or zone may be considered as
provisionally free of BSE should the following conditions be met:

1) arisk assessment, as described in point 1) of Article 2.3.13.2., has been
conducted and it has been demonstrated that appropriate measures have
been taken for the relevant period of time to manage any risk identified;

2) either:
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a) there has been no case of BSE; and either:

i)  the criteria in points 2) to 5) of Article 2.3.13.2. are complied
with, but have not been complied with for 7 years; or

ii) it has been demonstrated that for at least § years no meat-and-
bone meal or greaves have been fed to ruminants, but the
criteria in point 3) of Article 2.3.13.2. have not been complied
with for 7 years;

OR

b) all cases of BSE have been clearly demonstrated to originate directly
from the importation of live cattle, and the affected cattle as well as,
if these are females, their last progeny born within 2 years prior to, or
after, clinical onset of the disease, if alive in the country or zone,
have been slaughtered and completely destroyed; and either:

1)  the criteria in points 2) to 5) of Article 2.3.13.2. are complied
with, but have not been complied with for 7 years; or

ii) it has been demonstrated that for at least 8 years no meat-and-
bone meal or greaves have been fed to ruminants, but the
criteria in point 3) of Article 2.3.13.2. have not been complied
with for 7 years.

Article 2.3.13.5.

Country or zone with a minimal BSE risk

The cattle population of country or zone may be considered as presenting
a minimal BSE risk should the country or zone comply with the
following requirements:

1) arisk assessment, as described in point 1) of Article 2.3.13.2,, has been
conducted and it has been demonstrated that appropriate measures have
been taken for the relevant period of time to manage any risk identified;

2) EITHER:
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OR

b)

the last indigenous case of BSE was reported more than 7 years ago,
the criteria in points 2) to 5) of Article 2.3.13.2. are complied with
and the ban on feeding ruminants with meat-and-bone meal and
greaves derived from ruminants is effectively enforced, but:

i)  the criteria in points 2) to 5) of Article 2.3.13.2. have not been
complied with for 7 years; or

ii)  the ban on feeding ruminants with meat-and-bone meal and
greaves derived from ruminants has not been effectively
enforced for 8 years;

the last indigenous case of BSE has been reported less than 7 years
ago, and the BSE incidence rate, calculated on the basis of
indigenous cases, has been less than one case per million during each
of the last four consecutive 12-month periods within the cattle
population over 24 months of age in the country or zone (Note: For
countries with a population of less than one million adult cattle, the
maximum allowed incidence should be expressed in cattle-years.),
and:

i)  the ban on feeding ruminants with meat-and-bone meal and
greaves derived from ruminants has been effectively enforced
for at least 8 years;

ii)  the criteria in points 2) to 5) of Article 2.3.13.2. have been
complied with for at least 7 years;

iii) the affected cattle as well as:

- if these are females, their last progeny born within 2 years
prior to, or after, clinical onset of the disease,

- all cattle either born in the same herd as, and within
12 months of the birth of, the affected cattle or reared
together with the affected cattle during the first year of
their life, and, in both situations, which may have
consumed the same potentially contaminated feed as that
which the affected cattle consumed during the first year of
their life,

if alive in the country or zone. are slaughtered and completely
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destroyed.

Article 2.3.13.6.

Country or zone with a2 moderate BSE risk

The cattle population of a country or zone may be considered as
presenting a moderate BSE risk if:

1)

2)

3)

a risk assessment, as described in point 1) of Article 2.3.13.2., has been
conducted, and the other criteria listed in Article 2.3.13.2. are complied
with;

the BSE incidence rate, calculated over the past 12 month's, has been:

a)

b)

greater than, or equal to, one indigenous case per million and less
than, or equal to, one hundred cases per million within the cattle
population over 24 months of age in the country or zone; or

less than one indigenous case per million for less than

four consecutive 12-month periods (Note: For countries with a
population of less than one million adult cattle, the maximum
allowed incidence should be expressed in cattle-years.),

the affected cattle as well as:

a)

b)

if these are females, their last progeny born within 2 years prior to, or
after, clinical onset of the disease,

all cattle either born in the same herd as, and within 12 months of the
birth of, the affected cattle or reared together with the affected cattle
during the first year of their life, and, in both situations, which may
have consumed the same potentially contaminated feed as that which
the affected cattle consumed during the first year of their life,

if alive in the country or zone, are slaughtered and completely destroyed.

Countries and zones where the BSE incidence rate has been less than one
indigenous case per million within the cattle population over 24 months
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of age during each of the last four consecutive 12-month periods, but
where at least one of the other requirements to be considered as
provisionally free from BSE or as presenting a minimal BSE risk is not
complied with, shall be considered as countries or zones with a moderate
BSE risk.

Article 2.3.13.7.

Country or zone with a high BSE risk

The cattle population of a country or zone may be considered as
presenting a high BSE risk if:

1) arisk assessment, as described in point 1) of Article 2.3.13.2., has been
conducted, the other criteria listed in Article 2.3.13.2. are complied with,
and the BSE incidence rate, calculated over the past 12 months, has been
greater than one hundred cases per million within the cattle population
over 24 months of age in the country or zone; or

2) the BSE incidence rate, calculated over the past 12 months, has been
greater than, or equal to, one case per million and less than, or equal to,
one hundred cases per million within the cattle population over 24 months
of age in the country or zone, but at least one of the other requirements to
be considered as presenting a moderate BSE risk is not complied with.

Article 2.3.13.8.

Regardless of the BSE status of the exporting country, Veterinary
Administrations should authorise without restriction the import or transit
through their territory of the following commodities:

1) milk and milk products;
2) semen and embryos;

3} protein-free tallow (maximum level of insoluble impurities of 0.15% in
weight) and derivatives made from this tallow;

4) dicalcium phosphate (with no trace of protein or fat);

5) hides and skins:
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6) gelatin and collagen prepared exclusively from hides and skins.

Article 2.3.13.9.

‘When importing from a BSE free country or zone, Veterinary
Administrations should require:

for all commodities from cattle not listed in Article 2.3.13.8.

the presentation of an international veterinary certificate attesting that
the country or zone complies with the conditions in Article 2.3.13.3. to
be considered as free of BSE.

Article 2.3.13.10.

When importing from a BSE provisionally free country or zone,
Veterinary Administrations should require:

for cattle

the presentation of an international veterinary certificate attesting that:

1) the country or zone complies with the conditions in Article 2.3.13.4. to be
considered as provisionally free of BSE;

2) cattle selected for export are identified by a permanent identification
system enabling them to be traced back to the dam and herd of origin and
are not the progeny of BSE suspect females.

Article 2.3.13.11.

When importing from a country or zone with a minimal BSE risk,
Veterinary Administrations should require:

for cattle

the presentation of an international veterinary certificate attesting that:

1)  the countrv or zone comvlies with the conditions in Article 2.3.13.5. to be
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considered as presenting a minimal BSE risk;
2) cattle selected for export:

a) are identified by a permanent identification system enabling them to
be traced back to the dam and herd of origin and are not the progeny
of BSE suspect or confirmed females;

b) were born after the date from which the ban on the feeding of
ruminants with meat-and-bone meal and greaves derived from
ruminants has been effectively enforced.

Article 2.3.13.12.

When importing from a country or zone with a moderate BSE risk,
Veterinary Administrations should require:

for cattle

the presentation of an international veterinary certificate attesting that:

1) the country or zone complies with the conditions in Article 2.3.13.6. to be
considered as presenting a moderate BSE risk;

2) the feeding of ruminants with meat-and-bone meal and greaves derived
from ruminants has been banned and the ban has been effectively
enforced;

3) cattle selected for export:

a) are identified by a permanent identification system enabling them to
be traced back to the dam and herd of origin and are not the progeny
of BSE suspect or confirmed females;

b) were born after the date from which the ban on the feeding of
ruminants with meat-and-bone meal and greaves derived from
ruminants has been effectively enforced.

Article 2.3.13.13.
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When importing from a country or zone with a high BSE risk, Veterinary
Administrations should require:

for cattle

the presentation of an international veterinary certificate attesting that:

1) the country or zone complies with the conditions in Article 2.3.13.7. to be
considered as presenting a high BSE risk;

2) the feeding of ruminants with meat-and-bone meal and greaves derived
from ruminants has been banned and the ban has been effectively
enforced;

3) the affected cattle as well as:

a) if these are females, their last progeny born within 2 years prior to, or
after, clinical onset of the disease,

b) all cattle either born in the same herd as, and within 12 months of the
birth of, the affected cattle or reared together with the affected cattle
during the first year of their life, and, in both situations, which may
have consumed the same potentially contaminated feed as that which
the affected cattle consumed during the first year of their life,

if alive in the country or zone, are slaughtered and completely destroyed;
4) cattle selected for export:

a) are identified by a permanent identification system enabling them to
be traced back to the dam and herd of origin and are not the progeny
of BSE suspect or confirmed females;

b) were born at least 2 years after the date from which the ban on the
feeding of ruminants with meat-and-bone meal and greaves derived
from ruminants was effectively enforced.

Article 2.3.13.14.

When importing from a BSE provisionally free country or zone,
Veterinary Administrations should require:
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