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Draft Guidelines for Use of Nutrition and Heqlth Claims

74.  The Chair of the Committee indicated that there had been large support and two objections in the
Committee for the inclusion of “advertising” in the Scope, and noted that if this created difficulties for some
countries, it might be deleted and further cotsidered in the Committee. The Chair pointed out that _all other
sections of the Guidelines reflected the consensus in the Committee as a result of considerable work-in recent

years.

75.  The Delegation of the. United States supported the adéption of the Guidelines without the reference to
“advertising”, as it would fundamentally .change the scope of the Guidelines, and identified the need for a

definition for the term advertising. This position was supported by several delegations.

76,  The Delegation of Brazil expressed the view that it was essential for the Guidelines to address
advertising in relation to nutrition and health claims and that the text should not be adopted if this refere_nce was
deleted. The Delegation pointed out that advertising was included in the terms of reference of the Committee 2nd
that a reference to advertising was already included in the Standard for the Labelling of and Claims for

Prepackaged Foods for Special Dietary Uses.

77.  Several delegations supported the extension of the scope to advertising as it was closely related to
labelling and should follow the same principles in order to prevent consumer confusion. Some of these
delegations indicated that as a compromise, they could accept its deletion at this stage in order to allow the
adoption of the Guidelines, that would provide an important reference to facilitate regulation of health claims at
the national level. These delegations also pointed out that if the reference to advertising was deleted at this stage,
work on advertising should proceed in the Committee in view of the importance of this issue.

78.  The Delegations of India, Singapore and Indonesia expressed their opposition to the development of
guidelines for health claims in the framework of Codex as their view was that health claims should not generally
be allowed. The Delegation of Malaysia, supported by the Delegation of the Philippines, expressed the view that
the Guidelines should not be finalized until criteria for the scientific basis of health claims had been developed
by the Committee on Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses.

79.  Some observers expressed the view that the mandate of the Committee was to include provisions on
health claims in the Guidelines, not to expand-their scope, and that the reference to advertising had been inserted
without due consideration of all its implications. Consequently they supported the adoption of the Guidelines
with the deletion of the provision on advertising. Some other observers expressed their general concerns with
the use of health claims and highlighted the particular problems related to foods for infants and children. They
stressed the need to retain the provisions on advertising if the Guidelines were adopted because adveértising
should be consistent with labelling and should not be used to mislead the consumer.

80. The Commission, Tecognizing that there was no consensus on substantial issues, agreed to return the
Draft Guidelines for Use of Nutrition and Health Claims to Step 6 for further comments and consideration by the
Committee. The Commission also requested the Committee to consider the development of a definition of
advertising as related to health and nutrition claims.
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