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On December 16 and 17, the Government of Japan and the Government of the
United States held a working-level consultation with experts from both sides in
Tokyo on the resumption of two-way beef trade. Both sides discussed the

following issues in an active and constructive manner:

1. A certification system to verify the removal of specified risk materials (SRMs)
and age production records using internationally accepted standards, which the U.S.
side presented as a follow-up of the field survey by working-level officials from

November 28 to December 5.

2. The special study on physiological maturity of carcasses conducted by U.S.
Department of Agriculture. During the consultation, the U.S. side provided the
Japanese side with an interim final report on the special study, on which both side
exchanged their views. The final report is expected to be presented as soon as

possible.

Both sides recognized the progress in working out details of some of the conditions
and modalities for the resumption of the two-way trade. Therefore, both sides
decided to continue to work on and study these issues and will have next round of
consultation, as soon as practically possible to reach a common understanding on

these issues.



