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International Trade  Commerce international

Canada Canada ’E,[Jé% ?

August 12, 2005

Japanese Enquiry Point

Reference: WTO TBT Notification G/TBT/N/JPN/147

Canada appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Draft Amendment of
Quality Labelling Standard for Genetically Modified Foods, as notified under both
G/TBT/N/JPN/147 and G/SPS/N/JPN/143.

As you are aware, the TBT Agreement requires WTO Members to develop
technical regulations that do not discriminate against like products and that do not create
unnecessary obstacles to international trade.

Canada would like to take this opportunity to restate our general concern with the
Japanese Quality Labelling Standard for Genetically Modified Foods.

Canada supports mandatory labelling of food based on health and safety
considerations. Beyond health and safety considerations, Canada is concerned that
mandatory labelling for foods derived from biotechnology could lead to unjustified
discrimination against like products. We believe that this type of application raises
questions as to the consistency of the proposed regulation with WTO obligations. Canada
is of the view that a more appropriate, less trade restrictive approach would be a voluntary,
market-driven food labelling scheme to provide information on how a product is produced.

We understand that this measure was also notified under the SPS Agreement as
notification G/SPS/N/JPN/143. Canada does not consider this measure to be related to
health and safety considerations, and therefore questions the need to notify it under the SPS
Agreement.

Canada is grateful for the opportunity to register these concerns with Japan, and is
available to further discuss if requested.

Sincerely,

Wueor—m

Paul Martin
Director
Technical Barriers and Regulations Division

Canada
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