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CONCLUSIONS

Although asbestos is a known human carcinogen by the inhalation route, available
epidemiological studies do not support the hypothesis that an increased cancer risk
is associated with the ingestion of asbestos in drinking-water. Moreover, in extensive
feeding studies in animals, asbestos has not consistently increased the incidence of
tumours of the gastrointestinal tract. There is therefore no consistent, convincing
evidence that ingested asbestos is hazardous to health, and it is concluded that
there is no need to establish a guideline for asbestos in drinking-water.
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