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Figure 1.1 Mature ococytes at metaphase {l of maturation
{a) A mature oocyte in its natural state near the time of ovula-
tion. At x 100, the oocyte is surrounded by both an expanded
corona radiata which is many layers thick. and a dense cuter
cumulus oophorus. Under the cover of obscuring cells. the
oocyte itself is somewhat difficult to visualize: nonetheless. a
first polar body was confirmed after enzymatic removal of
cells; (b) Mll oocyte exhibiting spherical shape and first polar
body at a 12-o'clock position; (¢} Mii oocyte possessing minor
perivitelline debris; first polar pody at 8-o'clock position, {d; Ml
oocyte; first polar body at 6-o'clock position

Figure 1.2 Fluorescence photomicrograph of a normal meiotic
spindle of an oocyte with chromosomes at metaphase il of
maturation; stained with «-tubulin-FITC (green); small insert 1o
bottom right shows DNA lined up on the equatorial plane
stained with DAPI (blue)

(5] 7
THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF VISUAL MEDICINE SERIES ‘E "5_2
FAn Atlas of Human Blastocysts ] . R 2
Lucinda L.Veeck and Nikica Zaninovic 2
The Parthenon Publishing Group(A CRC PRESS COMFANY )
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Figure 5.17 Late blastocyst after PGD, herniating through artificially made hole in zona pellucida
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Figure 5.18 Time line for optimal blastocyst development
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