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Citing ProMED-mail
Links New cases of malaria reported
Donations A total of 11 new cases of Malaria has been

reported since the beginning of April [2007], the
Ministry of Health said on 30 Apr 2007.

According to a release from the ministry, 2 cases
were reported between 15-21 Apr [2007], 3 the
previous week [15-21 Apr 2007] while a total of 6
cases was reported between 1-7 Apr [2007]. The
ages of the affected persons range from 10 toc 59.

Concerning the 2 new cases reported last week
[22-27 Apr 2007], the ministry said they were
found in Denham Town and Greenwich Town -~ 2 of
the areas in which the disease was 1lst detected
-- and were caused by the _Plasmodium falciparum
parasite which is transmitted by the female
_Anopheles_ mosquitoe. The dates of onset were
said to be 4 and 9 Apr ([2007] respectively.

Yesterday [30 Apr 2007}, the ministry said it had
Lo~ been able to limit the spread of malaria to other
parishes, noting that the 4 cases detected in St.
Elizabeth since January [2007] remained
contained. The health ministry also pointed out
that since the 1st case of malaria was reported
last December [2006], there have been 7 imported
cases originating from Sudan, India, Haiti, Honduras and Uganda.

Additionally, it said the number of positive
samples continues to decline, explaining that the
positivity rate of blood samples submitted to
laboratories over the past weeks range between
0.7 and 1.8 percent from a total of 884 sample
tests conducted between 1-21 Apr [2007].

Meanwhile, the ministry reiterated that it was in
the process of seeking alternative insecticides
to prevent further outbreaks after recent tests
confirmed some resistance of the Anopheles
albimanus_ mosquito taken from the Duhaney River
to malathion insecticide, which it was hoping to
use to eliminate the parasites. The tests were

http://www.promedmail.org/pls/promed/f?p=2400:1 001:18]/.1 8188367355991829::NO::F2400_P1001.. 2007/06/13
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conducted by consultants from the United
States-based Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

" "The Ministry of Health continues its thrust in
the areas of intense active surveillance, vector -
control, public education and inter-sectoral
collaboration in a concerted effort to end this
outbreak, while precautionary measures are being {
taken to prevent the spread of malaria to other
parishes,"™ the ministry, however, assured.

Communicated by:
ProMED
<promed@promedmail.org>

[We assume that some patients have had more than
one sample, and the 884 positive samples
therefore represents a lower number of patients.
We reported on 9 Apr 2007 that 340 people had
been infected; and it would be interesting to
know the number of cases and not only the number
of malaria-positive blood films to know whether
the outbreak is under control. O Mod. EP]

[see also:

Malaria - Jamaica (Kingston) (06) 20070405.1190

Malaria - Jamaica (Kingston) (05) 20070210.0515

Malaria -~ Jamaica (Kingston) (04) 20070208.0500

Malaria - Jamaica (Kingston) (03) 20070127.0358

Malaria - Jamaica (Kingston) (02) 20070112.90149

Malaria - Jamaica (Kingston): RFI 20070111.0132

2006

Malaria - Jamaica (Kingston) (03) 20061228.3640

Malaria - Jamaica (Kingston) (02): P. falciparum 20061207.3451
Malaria - Jamaica (Kingston): RFI 20061205.3427

Malaria - Bahamas {Exuma Islands) 20060620.1705

2005

Malaria - Haiti, Canada ex Haiti (02): Cotes des Arcadins 20051115.3340
Malaria - Haiti, Canada ex Haiti 20051111.3292

2004

Malaria ex Dominican Republic (02) 20£41211.3282

Malaria ex Dominican Republic 200431202.3217

Malaria, imported - Europe ex Dominican Rep. 20041128.3176
2001

Malaria - Italy ex Dominican Republic 20010604.1181
2000
Malaria - Dominican Republic: update (02) 2£000310.032¢
- Malaria - Dominican Republic: update: CORRECTION 20000224.0251
1999

ey

!

Malaria, imported - Europe ex Dominican Rep. (05) 19891223.22C
1996 '

Malaria - Haiti 139860502.084¢ )

Haitian, Cuban refugee health: RFI 19960485.0649]
.................... mpp/ep/ejp/dk
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ProMED-mail makes every effort to verify the reports that
are posted, but the accuracy and completeness of the

information, and of any statements or opinions based
thereon, are not guaranteed. The reader assumes all risks in
using information posted or archived by ProMED-mail. ISID

and 1its associated service providers shall not be held
responsible for errors or omissions or held liable for any
damages incurred as a result of use or reliance upon posted

or archived material.
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Send all items for posting to: promed@promedmail.org.-
(NOT to an individual moderator). If you do not give your
full name and affiliation, it may not be posted. Send
commands to subscribe/unsubscribe, get archives, ﬁelp,
etc. to: majordomo@promedmail.crqg. For assistance from a
human being send mail to: owner-promed@promedmail.oryg.
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ABC Newsletter -21- April 13,2007
f

JOURNALISTIC PRODUCT DEVIATIONS: Transfusion Fatalities

An incorrect category label in the table of transfusion recipient fatalities reported to the Food and Drug
Administration, published in the March 30 issue, has caused some confusion. This category was errone-
ously called “Non-ABO Hemolytic Reactions (K, JKa, FYa, etc.).” It should have been titled “Other
Reactions: (Non-ABC hemolytic reactions, TACO, infectious disease transmission, anaphylaxis, etc.).”
Corrected tables follow.

Transfusion Recipient Fatalities Reported to
the Food and Drug Administration, FY2004 - 2006

CATEGORIES FY04 FYO0S FY06

Other Reactions: (Non-ABO
hemolytic reactions, TACO, 20 25 22
infectious dlsease transmis-

ABO Hemolytic
Transfusion Reaction

TOTAL 68

Total Fatalities

CATEGORIES » FY04 to FY06 Average/Year
b e D (39.3% s 2
Other Reactions: (Non-ABO

- | hemolytic reactions, TACO, infec- 67 22
tious disease transmission, 30.6%

— -~ P :
| € Con ‘mlnatlon o | 9.1% 7
ABO Hemolytlc 15 5
Transfuslon React:on 6.8%
31 ,

Transfusuon not Ruled Out 14, 2% 10
TOTAL 219 73

Data source: Leslie Holness, MD, Office of Blood Research and Review,
Food and Drug Administration, Personal Communication, 1/24/07
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Nosocomial Outbreak of Bacillus cereus Bloodstream Infection Caused by nghly Contaminated Linens
T. Sasahara, Y. Morisawa, A. Yoshimura, S. Hayashi, H. Gomi, Y. Hirai;
Jichi Medical Univercity, Tochigi, JAPAN.
Presentation Number: L-004
Poster Board Number: 288 . )

ord: Bacillus cereus, Contaminated linen, Bloodstream infection !
Background: In the Jichi Medical University Hospital, a tertiary care center with 1082 beds in Japan, all the culture results obtained from
both inpatients and outpatients have been monitored by infectious disease physicians. Bacillus cereus grew from blood cultures obtained
from 28 patients between April 1 and August 31, 2006. We considered these cases as an outbreak on the basis of our baseline data on all
culture results for the past 2 years; the average +/- standard deviation numbers of Bacillus species-positive blood culture specimens and
patients per month had been 2.52 +/- 2.12 and 2.28 +/- 1.90, respectively. Methods: We reviewed the charts of 28 patients whose blood
cultures grew B. cereus. Environmental cultures obtained from linens (towels and bed sheets), tourniquets, stocked skin prep swabs, skin
disinfectants, ward table surfaces for nurses’ mixing infusion solutions, hand sanitizers, blood culture bottles, and infusion lines from
selected patients. Samples were inoculated into blood agars after 65°C heat-treatment for 20 min. Plates were examined after 48-h incubation
at 37°C. Results: During the period of investigation, we found that 8 patients had possibly “true™ B. cereus bacteremia. One patient had
endophthalmitis and 2 patients had died. There were no common exposures excluding peripheral venous lines. An infusion line of one case
grew a large quantity of B. cereus. In addition, the average numbers of CFU/em? of B. cereus from linens were 18,400 for towels and 103
for bed sheets, respectively. Few were detected from other environmental specimens. The contaminated linens were handled with a specific
large continuation tank washing machine, which was determined to have amplified contamination: By temporarily autoclaving linens (only
once), descaling the washing machine, and staff education on peripheral venous line management, there were no additional B. cereus- .
positive blood cultures afterward. Conclusions: In our hospital, B. cereus bloodstream infection outbreak occurred probably due to highly
contaminated linens and improper handling of peripheral venous lines. We contained the outbreak by a multi-modal approach
f"\;\nmeltixl Relationship: ’
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