WHO SAGE Recommendation (7 July, 2009)

1) Health-care workers as a first priority to protect the
essential health infrastructure.

SAGE suggested the following groups for consideration,
noting that countries need to determine their order of
priority based on country-specific conditions:

* pregnant women;

 those aged above 6 months with one of several chronic
medical conditions;

- healthy young adults of 15 to 49 years of age;

* healthy children;

« healthy adults of 50 to 64 years of age;

» healthy adults of 65 years of age and above. 7

2) Since new technologies are involved in the
production of some pandemic vaccines, which have
not yet been extensively evaluated for their safety
in certain population groups, it is very important to
implement post-marketing surveillance of the
highest possible quality. In addition, rapid sharing
of the results of immunogenicity and post-
marketing safety and effectiveness studies among
the international community will be essential for
allowing countries to make necessary adjustments
to their vaccination policies.
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3) In view of the anticipated limited vaccine
availability at global level and the potential need
to protect against "drifted" strains of virus, SAGE
recommended that promoting production and use
of vaccines such as those that are formulated with
oil-in-water adjuvants and live attenuated
influenza vaccines was important.

39

4) As most of the production of the seasonal
vaccine for the 2009-2010 influenza season in the
northern hemisphere is almost complete and is
therefore unlikely to affect production of pandemic
vaccine, SAGE did not consider that there was a
need to recommend a "switch" from seasonal to
pandemic vaccine production.

40
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Pandemic (H1N1) 2009
Summary

@ High but variable transmissibility in countries
— Explosive outbreaks in semi-closed communities

® 5-45 years old people most commonly affected

@ Hospitalization rates and case-fatality in young adults higher than
during seasonal influenza

— Groups at risk for severe illness: pregnant women; those with
asthma, obesity, chronic heart or lung disease, cancer,
immunosuppression

@ Possible co-circulation of seasonal and pandemic viruses

o Seventy expected to be hzgher in developmg countnes

Examples of considerations for establishing
priorities for use of pandemic vaccine

@ As noted by Meltzer et al, "vaccination priorities depend on the objectives”.
— If the objective is maintaining the functioning of a country’s critical infrastructure, then
vaccinating the required personnel will be a priority.
+ E.g. Health care staff
- If the objective is preventing the greatest number of deaths, then vaccinating groups
at high risk of influenza-related mortality would be the first prority.
- E.g. People with underlying conditions {but severe cases have been reported in healthy young
adults)
~ ¥ the objective is to reduce pandemic virus fransmission within the community, then
targeting children is a consideration.
- E.g. School age children depending on tocal paftems

® Woe are still at the very early stage of the pandemic — More information is
needed on the situation in the southern hemisphere, in developing countries
and from specific studies currently ongoing.
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